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PROBLEM AREA 

Approval of Reclamation of Jackpile-Paguate Uranium Mine Complex 

_E£x.tS-

--^ 

1. Anaconda employs approximateT^' 560 Lagunas. These 560 Lagunas represent 
70 percent of the total Laguna workforce. 

2. Anaconda is not operating under a mine plan which conforms to existing /y,/ 
regulations, although several underground mines have received approvals specific ^ •' 
to their activities. 

3. Anaconda began reclaiming portions of the complex within the last 4 years' 
without submitting a reclamation plan to the Geological Survey (GS) for approval. 

4. Anaconda recently (within the past month) shifted approximately 200 Lagunas 
j£romjna-Ding_to_cel43cat4Tig--a-h4-ghway—to—i-ts-OPigj^aJ-course.—The-app-»20val of 
this action is within GS jurisdiction under the leases (revised in 1976), but GS 
has not been asked to so approve. 

5. GS received applications for approval of two new underground operations on 
August 18, 1980. Anaconda has stated that, unless these two proposed actions 
aro approved by January 1, 1981, Anaconda will cease (phase out) all underground 
operations by late summer 1981. If the two actions were to be approved, under-
ground tmmng could continue through~r98T; Anaconda is currently phasing out 
all surface mining operations (to be completed in late 1980?). 

6. GS will receive a proposed reclamation plan for the entire mine complex on 
or about September 15, 1980. This plan will most probably be the preferred 
-^lt8rnr-^j|^e-ef-Ana€onda^afld^the^aguna-Pu€bl-OT--a^-t4ie-Lagunas-a4^e—re^QPtedJ-y 
providing input to Anaconda in the development of the reclamation plan. 

7. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has stated that it will 
prcnulgate its hazardous waste regulations pertaining to uranium mining, among 
others, in October 1980. The regulations will probably follow the outline of 
the EPA-promulgated May 19, 1980, hazardous waste regulations, and thus apply 
to ha.^ardous waste generators, transporters, and disposers. The Anaconda opera­
tion will fall under these regulations. [Unknown: Whether regulations will be 
in draft or final form, as mining wastes are no longer identified as "special 
waste" as embodied in the original draft hazardous w-; ̂te regulations.] 

8. Anaconda has stated that it will close down all operations if an environ-
-ment^-l-4^Bpact—state4neTit (EIS) 'is—to-be-wf4t-ten-on-the—submitted-r^cJ-ama^ion 
plan until a preferred alternative is determined. 

9. -BIA-has a bond in the amount of $15,000 to cover what Anaconda estimates 
to be a $20 to $30 million reclamation effort. Anaconda has been given until 
September 22, 1980, to provide a bond.in the amount of $10 million. 
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